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%, Verbal Message from Mikhail Gorbachev

to Helmut Kohl,

10 November 19893
is
As you, of course, know, the GDR leadership made the
tglecision to allow the citizens of East Germany unrestricted
travel to West Berlin and the FRG. It is understandable, that
htthis decision was not an easy one for the new leadership of
the GDR. At the same time, the decision underlines the fact
eI?,at deep and fundamental changes are taking place in East
Germany. The leadership is acting in a concerted and
dynamic manner in the interests of its people, and they are
eopening a dialog with various groups and levels of society.
Statements from the FRG made against this political and
psychological background, designed to stimulate a denial of
the existence of two German states and encourage emotional
reactions, can have no other goal than
destabilizing the situation in the GDR and subverting the
ongoing processes of democratization and the renewal of all
areas of society.

We have received notice that a meeting will take place
today in West Berlin, in which official representatives of the
WERG and West Berlin will participate. A meeting is planned in

the capital of the GDR at the same time.
With the current situation afe factoopen borders and

%mwmﬂqmw%, thehuge numbers of people moving in both directions, a chaotic

BerinWallnew?

situation could easily develop that might have unforeseen
jconsequences.
for In light of the time pressure and the seriousness of the
situation, | thought it necessary to ask you, in the spirit of

ionopenness and realism, to take the extremely pressing steps

necessary to prevent a complication and destabilization of

qsthe situation.

e*e}stel.y_the_q.Hesﬂen_Hq_t.he_sense_se_Phis_HJ_th_ﬂ uh@ource SAPMO-BA, DY 30/1V 2/2.039/319. Translated for

CWIHP by Howard Sargeant.]
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